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 I would like to mention at once that the Phylloxera Commission of
 Victoria found at Geelong that even after five or six years remnants of
 roots of destroyed vines were beset with Phylloxera. It is, of course,
 impossible to eradicate it with completion, and thus, here in this moist
 clime at all events, the insect will continue to wander from fragment to
 fragment of the remaining roots. Thus then it would defeat the object
 in view if, as recommended in the South African report, any replauting
 was effected on former Phylloxera ground already after three years.
 I will endeavour to speak to his Excellency Sir Henry Loch on this
 subject before his departure to South Africa.

 I am, &c.
 W. T. Thiselton Dyer, Esq., (Signed) FERD. VON MUELLER.

 C.M.G., F.R.S., &c.

 CXXXII.--BOTANICAL EXPLORATION OF CUBA.
 The well-known botanist, Baron Eggers, formerly Commandant in

 the Danish Colony of St. Thomas, has for some time devoted himself to
 the botanical exploration of the West Indian islands. He has made
 important collections in San Domingo and the Bahamas, the flora of
 which is still most imperfectly investigated. The following letter gives
 some interesting particulars of his work in Cuba.

 The Bulletin for December 1887 contained an account (with a
 figure) of the tree producing Sabicu wood (Lysiloma Sabicu), formerly
 believed to be peculiar to Cuba, but now known to be identical with the
 Horse-flesh Mahogany of the Bahamas.

 BARON H. EGGERS to ROYAL GARDENS, KEW.

 Frederiksborg, Denmark,
 DEAR SIR, July 8, 1889.

 HAvINo now returned from my voyage to Eastern Cuba, I am
 at present engaged in arranging my collections for distribution; among
 others the most complete set for the Kew Herbariam according to your
 wish.

 The country I have explored this time comprises the iouthern part of
 Eastern Cuba, from the coast over the mountain ranges into the interior
 somewhat beyond the middle of the island.

 The mountains here are only of moderate height, between 1,500-
 2,500 feet, some few up to 3,000 feet, formed chiefly of limestone, and
 covered with a dense forest, which is very little broken by small coffee
 estates, of which a great part were burned down and ruined in the late
 ten years' insurrection, which terminated in 1878, so that the country
 in all those places has relapsed again into a wilderness. There are a
 number of small streams but no large rivers and no lakes or swamps.

 Of interesting plants that I have collected, I may name a great
 number of ferns, among which there are many I had not met with yet,
 neither in San Domingo nor the other islands.

 Among the trees you will especially be interested to hear about the
 Sabicu or Horse-flesh. This tree in Cuba is evidently the same as that
 found last year in the Bahamas by me; it grows in Cuba to a great
 height, and is not uncommon in the higher districts. It flowers in
 April; flowers, white, very abundant, but lasting only a few days, when
 the whole tree is devoid of flowers again. The young leaves when
 sprouting forth in March are- almost red, by which the trees are easily
 recognised in the forest. The wood is utilised for timber and also
 exported. The name of the tree in Eastern Cuba is not Sabicu but
 Jiqiie, by which it is commonly known among the peasantry. Sabicu is
 its name in the western part of the island, from whence most likely it
 has been first exported. The curious fact is, that many plants have
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 different names in the eastern and western parts of the island, which in
 many other respects also are often very different. There are specimens
 in flower in the set made up for Kew.

 Other interesting trees are Cedrela odorata, which, however, you
 know from Jamaica also. The Copaifera hymenceifolia, on the other
 hand, I believe, is only Cuban. This is a large and valuable timber-
 tree of the lowlands; it is called Cagiieyran, and is much used for
 building purposes. The pine seems to be the same as the one in San
 Domingo. I did not obtain any flowers of the Cuban species. A
 curious feature about the pine is that here it grows among the ordinary
 woods, and not so much isolated as in San Domingo.

 The sour orange is most common in all woods, apparently indigenous,
 as it is found in what in Cuba is called the monte firme or virgin
 forest.

 Phajus grandifolius I found also not uncommon along little rivulets
 in the forests.

 Of Cycads a Zamia was found of which I send you the leaves, as no
 flowers were found. The root of this species was often eaten by the
 insurgents during the war, but only after washing it carefully, as it is
 said the flower obtained from it otherwise is poisonous. It is called
 Yuguilla, the common Cassava being called Yuca.

 Very few palms were found in flower. The most common is of
 course the Oreodoxa regia : then there is a gregarious palm, called the
 Palma justa; a Bactris, very spiny; the Corrojo (Acrocomia), the Yarey,
 a large fan-palm, several Thrinax, &c.

 Some very interesting bast was obtained from three different trees.
 The finest of a lace-bark tree, called Guana (Lagetta lintearia) ; the
 Guacocoa (from Daphnopsis Guacacoa) very white and strong ; and
 finally the Majugera (from Paritium elatum), the common Cuba bast
 very much used for ropes. This tree grows to an immense size. I have
 seen trunks 18 feet in circumference. I send you samples of all three
 kinds for the Kew Museum. Among ferns there were a number of
 arboreous ones, also Ophioglossum palmatum, three feet long, hanging
 from trees. A Brunfelsia with large blue flowers seems to be a new
 species.

 I am, &c.
 (Signed) H. EGGERS.

 W. T. Thiselton Dyer, C.M.G., F.R.S.

 CXXXIII'-THE SUGAR PRODUCTION OF THE WORLD.
 An extremely able and interesting report on the " Progress of the

 Sugar Trade," by Robert Giffen, Esq., LL.D., Assistant Secretary,
 Commercial Department, Board of Trade, was presented to Parliament
 in May of last year, and issued to the public in the month of June
 following. For an early copy of it this establishment was indebted to
 the Board of Trade. The whole document deserves the most careful
 study. But it is unlikely in its complete form to circulate to any large
 extent in the Colonies. It seems desirable, therefore, to extract some
 passages which contain information in a very condensed form on the
 production, consumption, and, to some extent, distribution of sugar.

 There is some risk, no doubt, that by detaching passages from a
 document of this kind a different impression may be produced to that
 which would be derived from the whole. The passages now repro-
 duced deal, however, with statistical matters of fact, which are not
 affected whatever view is taken of their significance.
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